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to get together compromising material against von
Papen. They had found von Papen's secret notes, and
among other things something else about the latest
cabinet meetings, which he had dictated to his secre-
tary, a countess. The noble lady was to hide the
papers away, ' by chance ' they were found in a raid,
and oddly enough in the garden of a Communist
colony. With this von Papen's career for the time
being was at an end, and Goring had the place to
himself. His Gestapo once more brought him victory.
But now the Italian negotiations had to be brought
to an end. Goring also called on the Pope and
promised him, in fair words, to give every support in
the Catholic question. But a few months later, when
one Catholic priest after the other was involved in
trials and thrown into prison and concentration camps,
he no longer remembered this interview with the
Pope.

Now he had indeed come up into Olympus. Minis-
ter President of Prussia : the same office which had
brought Bismarck into world history ! What meaning
for him had the struggle, if it was not crowned by
personal success ?

Goring wanted to get back quickly. He therefore
cut short his Balkan journey, particularly as it was not
everywhere that the people gave him great and well-
drilled ovations. Goring knew that he it was who had
brought about the German-Italian rapprochement, the
Berlin-Rome axis, and proudly and well pleased with
himself he came back home. In the 'plane he was
already dreaming of the .great rejoicings in Berlin,
of the splendid parades which fall to a Minister Presi-
dent. He was going to work hard, create a lot, go